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Unite to fight racism, 


By Melinda Butterfield 


As 2023 begins, it’s undeniable 
that a dangerous, virulent fascist 
movement is spreading through U.S. 
society. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. famously 
said in 1967, “The bombs dropped on 
Vietnam explode at home.” Malcolm X 
expressed something similar when he 
said, “Chickens come home to roost.” 

Feeding the U.S. war machine boo- 
merangs by increasing repression, 
decreasing rights, and robbing peo- 
ple of desperately needed resourc- 
es here at home. Promoting fascism 
abroad facilitates its growth here. 

It’s seen in the spread of hate- 
ridden protests against drag story 
hours, sometimes attended by armed 
neo-Nazis, who threaten children, 
parents, and LGBTQ+ communities, 
and in the bomb threats targeting 
medical facilities that provide gen- 
der-affirming care to trans children 
and abortion services to people who 
can become pregnant. 

It takes the form of mass shoot- 
ings, like the massacre of 10 Black 
people at Tops grocery in Buffalo, 
New York, five queer people at Club Q. 
in Colorado Springs, and 19 students 
and two teachers at an elementary 
school in Uvalde, Texas. We recog- 
nize it in the targeting of electrical 
grids from North Carolina to Wash- 
ington state to sow fear. 

At the local level, the fascist influ- 
ence is evident in the rash of attempts 
by astroturfed “parents’ groups” 
to ban books that expose the racist 
history of the U.S. or validate the lives 
and experiences of LGBTQ+ people. 

At the state level, we see it in the 
efforts by officials in Texas, Ohio, 
Florida, and elsewhere to eradicate 
trans health care, criminalize par- 
ents who support trans children, 
and create a lynch-mob atmosphere 
against women and others who 
choose to get an abortion. 

At the national level, there is the 
far-right-controlled U.S. Supreme 
Court, which gutted voting rights, 
struck down the constitutional right 
to abortion, and seems poised to do 
the same to same-sex matriage. 

Looming over it all is the shadow of 
Jan. 6, 2021, when an organized fascist 
mob attempted a coup d’etat at the 
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Capitol in Washington, D.C., to keep 
Donald Trump in power — aided and 
abetted by a faction of the Pentagon. 

Fascist tendencies have existed in 
the U.S. since it began its rise as an 
imperialist power in the late 19th 
century — from the Ku Klux Klan 
to the John Birch Society to today’s 
Proud Boys and Oath Keepers. Some- 
times the ruling class of bosses, 
bankers, and landlords keep them on 
a tight leash. 

But when times are tough, when 
they fear the masses of poor and 
working people could unite and fight 
back against their unjust capitalist 
system, the fascists are let off their 
leash to spread division and, if nec- 
essary, physically exterminate those 
the rich and powerful fear most. 


U.S. spread fascism in Ukraine 


As top dog of the world imperialist 
powers — including Britain, Japan, 
and the European Union — the USS. 
has long upheld fascists in its efforts 
to wring the maximum profits out of 
the world’s people. 
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Washington has abet- 
ted fascist dictatorships 
or those with strong 
fascist aspects, from the Shah of Iran 
to Suharto in Indonesia, from Pino- 
chet in Chile to Afiez in Bolivia. 

During the Cold War against the 
USSR, the U.S. encouraged the growth 
of violent fascist movements like the 
Organization of Ukrainian National- 
ists and its post-World War II succes- 
sors. The U.S. and Canada harbored 
its leaders, gave them money and 
weapons, and encouraged their hate 
propaganda against multinational 
Soviet socialism. 

The many neo-Nazi movements in 
Ukraine today, like Right Sector and 
Azov Brigade, are descendants of this 
lineage. 

But that’s not all. The destruction 
of the USSR and European socialist 
camp 30 years ago brought economic 
devastation and plummeting life ex- 
pectancies. Washington stepped into 
the ideological vacuum to spread 
division and prevent a revolutionary 
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SoCal fights to bring Mumia Abu-Jamal home 


By Gloria Verdieu 


On Oct. 16, Judge Lucretia 
Clemons of the Common Pleas 
Court of Pennsylvania dismissed 
all the claims that political pris- 
oner Mumia Abu-Jamal and his 
lawyers presented — critical evi- 
dence, withheld for over 40 years, 
that could overturn his 1982 con- 
viction, exonerate him and bring 
him home to his family. 

Mumia has been in jail for over 40 
years — 30 of those years spent on 
death row. This may be his last op- 
portunity to prove his innocence and 
gain his release. Mumia’s health is 
rapidly deteriorating, and he is nota 
candidate for compassionate release 
in the state of Pennsylvania. 

By dismissing these claims and 
refusing to grant Mumia a new trial, 
Judge Clemmons is sentencing him 
to death through incarceration. Noel 
Hanrahan, legal director at Pris- 
on Radio, told Counterspin, “These 
were critical documents (just dis- 
covered 2 years ago) that many other 
people have gotten relief on.” 

A video entitled “Healing the 
Wounds of Racism” by Judge Lu- 
cretia Clemons was released after 
the October hearing and posted on 
LoveNotPhear.com. The call from 
#LoveNotPhear was for people to lis- 
ten to this six-minute video and send 
an audio message, an email post, or 
write a letter in response — what you 
wanted to tell Judge Clemons — to be 


presented to her on Dec. 16, 
when she was scheduled to 
make her final decision as to 
whether Mumia would have £ 
his day in court. 

(At the Dec. 16 hearing, 
Judge Clemmons announced 
that she would put off her fi- 
nal ruling for another 60 to » 
90 days. Read Struggle-La ~ 
Lucha’s report from Phila- 
delphia: tinyurl. Dale ieee ) 

The Black Alliance for Peace, 
Harriet Tubman Center for Social 
Justice and San Diego Coalition 
to Free Mumia Abu-Jamal and All 
Political Prisoners joined with thou- 
sands worldwide to answer the call 
by #LoveNotPhear to act on this 
gross miscarriage of justice. The 
groups shared #LoveNotPhear’s 
website on social media and orga- 
nized letter-writing sessions in li- 
braries and bookstores. 

Activists also organized events 
leading up to the hearing. A rally was 


‘End food apartheid in Baltimore’: 
Community protests 


closing of PriceRite Market 


By Sharon Black 


Dec. 17: Residents of Pigtown in 
Baltimore and members of the Peo- 
ples Power Assembly and Unem- 
ployed Workers Union protested in 
front of the closed PriceRite Market 
to demand an end to food deserts 
and the reopening of a full-service 
supermarket in the neighborhood. 

Participants are planning a city- 
wide protest on Jan. 16 to honor Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy, as 
part of the campaign to end food 
apartheid in Baltimore. 

Joyce Butler, Peoples Power As- 
sembly representative, stated: “We 
will be uniting four different com- 
munities who suffer from lack of 
access to fresh, affordable groceries. 
These neighborhoods include not 
only Pigtown/Washington Village, 
but also Cherry Hill, Sandtown-Mat- 
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thew Henson, and Oliver/Broadway 
East/Johnston Square. 

Butler added: “It is more accurate 
to call ‘food deserts’ food apartheid, 
because it is mostly Black, Brown and 
poor communities who are unable to 
access food. In addition, the increase 
in food prices is killing all workers.” 

The Peoples Power Assembly 
regularly distributed free food at 
the Douglas Homes public hous- 
ing project in Oliver/Broadway East 
from the beginning of the COVID-19 
crisis, as part of the “Food Is a Right 
Campaign.” 

The Baltimore City Health De- 
partment defines a food desert as 
a community located more than a 
quarter-mile from the nearest su- 
permarket, where more than 30% of 
the households lack access to a car 
and the median income is at or below 
the federal poverty level. 


Left: San Diego 
letter-writing 
workshop, Dec. 6. 


Below: Mumia 
solidarity rally 
at Leimert Park, 
Los Angeles, 
Dec. 15. 
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held in Los re on Dec. 15, anda 
political prisoners teach-in was held 
in San Diego on Dec. 16. 


Southern California actions 


Activists demanding a new trial 
for Mumia Abu-Jamal gathered for 
a speakout at Leimert Park in South 
Central LA Dec. 15. They brought lit- 
erature on the latest news and his- 
torical background of his case. 

Speakers included former Black 
Panther Harold Welton; Matyos 
Kidane of Stop LAPD Spying Coali- 
tion; John Parker of Harriet Tubman 
Center for Social Justice; and Sylves- 
ter of The Love We Don’t See. 

Natalie Matos of Black Alliance 
for Peace, who MC’d, began the ral- 
ly with updates on Mumia’s case 
and opportunities to continue the 
struggle. Names were collected from 
community members interested in 
volunteering or receiving more in- 
formation and updates on planned 
solidarity activities. 

The San Diego letter-writing 
workshop was held on Dec. 6 at the 
Malcolm X Library and Performing 


Arts Center. The teach-in, hosted 


by the San Diego Coalition to Free 
Mumia Abu-Jamal and All Political 
Prisoners, was held at the San Diego 
Justice Center on Dec. 16. 

The teach-in began with an email 


message received from Philadelphia 
announcing that Judge Clemons had 
postponed her decision, followed 
by a video of the rally outside the 
courthouse, where the crowd chant- 
ed “Brick by brick, wall by wall, free 
Mumia Abu-Jamal.” In the video, 
Professor Johanna Fernandez an- 
nounced that no decision being made 
sends the message that 
we won, and this is the 
moment to fight harder 
, and make sure that light 
and justice prevail. 

Speakers at the teach- 
- in included Justine Mann 
= of Party for Socialism 
and Liberation; Mary 
Lou Finley of Leonard 
Peltier Défense Com- 
mittee; John Parker of 
Socialist Unity Party; 
Natalie Matos of Black 
Alliance for Peace; and 
Denzel Draughn of Hands Off Uhuru/ 
Hands Off Africa Defense Campaign. 

Participants discussed the fact 
that the U.S. has political prisoners, 
and why we believe all prisoners are 
political prisoners because of the 
racist, profit-motivated prison-in- 
dustrial complex. 

We discussed why we need to sup- 
port political prisoners and become 
active in the fight to free them all, 
shut down the _ prison-industrial 
complex, end mass incarceration 
and abolish the death penalty, in- 
cluding death by incarceration. 

The teach-in ended with another 
letter-writing session to continue 
urging Judge Clemmons to do the 
right thing. We have two to three 
months to continue to organize, 
mobilize, educate and spread the 
truth about Mumia Abu-Jamal. 

The San Diego Coalition to Free 
Mumia and All Political Prisoners 
also hosted a screening of the film 
“Mumia Abu-Jamal: Long Distance 
Revolutionary” on Dec. 17 at the 
Malcolm X Library. 

Mumia will be released. It’s up to 
us to make that happen. 

#LoveNotPhear — spread love and 
challenge fear! 

Release Mumia! Free them all! 

Mary Lou Finley, Natalie Matos and 
John Parker contributed to this article. 


Los Angeles activists tell Biden: 


Roll back prices now! 


By Scott Scheffer 


Los Angeles: Harriet Tub- 
man Center for Social Jus- 
tice founder John Park- 
er addressed shoppers and 
passers-by Dec. 18 in the first 
of a planned series of street 
meetings about the national 
wave of price-gouging by oil 
companies, grocery chains 
and other corporate thieves. 

The Harriet Tubman Cen- 
ter joins activists from Bal- 
timore’s People’s Power Aasenibiya in 
calling for President Joe Biden to issue 
an executive order to roll back prices. 
Biden has been quick to spend some 
$70 billion in weapons and other aid 
for the U.S. proxy war in Ukraine this 
year — but millions of people here at 
home need relief. 
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The failure by the White House 
to do anything about price hikes is 
making the holidays particularly 
hard for workers across the USS. 

Activists in San Diego are also 
planning street meetings. 


Buffalo’s real bomb cyclone: 
Racism, capitalism & poverty 
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Capitalist gov’t failure requires 


workers’ organization and action, ~ 


By Sharon Black 


As of Jan. 5, at least 60 people na- 
tionally and 39 people in Erie Coun- 
ty, New York, have been reported 
dead from Winter Storm Elliott. 

The majority of deaths — 31 — are 
from Buffalo, the third poorest city 
in the United States. Most of those 
who died were people of color. 

Forecasts of a “bomb cyclone” were 
made far in advance of the storm, as 
early as Dec. 19. By Dec. 21, meteorol- 
ogists reported “a once-in-a-gener- 
ation storm” would arrive. 

Despite these warnings, there was 
no plan to save lives, either on the 
local, regional or national level. 

Individuals and families were left 
to fend for themselves. There were 
not adequate provisions for emer- 
gency shelter, delivery of food and 
supplies to people living in food des- 
erts, or support for those freezing 
from lack of electricity and fuel. 


Lack of travel ban forced workers 
to report to jobs 

A travel ban was not issued un- 
til 9:30 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 23, after 
most workers had already left for 
their shifts. Many workers, especial- 
ly low-wage workers, live paycheck 
to paycheck. Without the needed 
travel ban, they faced firing or write- 
ups if they didn’t report to work. 

Meager wages also meant that 
there was little possibility of stock- 
ing up on food or preparing. 


Buffalo: Cars stranded in snow during Winter Storm Elliott. 


People quickly became stranded in 
their vehicles, leading to at least four 
deaths. Seventeen people were found 
dead in snow drifts, succumbing to 
hurricane-force winds and brutal 
cold. 

Nine people died in homes without 
heat after electricity and power had 
failed. Snow drifts of up to 12 feet 
trapped residents inside drafty and 
aging homes. 

Buffalo’s aging infrastructure 
could not bear the stress. 

Topping the miserable deaths, 
residents of Buffalo’s primarily Black 
Eastside neighborhood complained 
bitterly of the lack of snow removal 
and resources in their neighborhood 
compared to Kenmore, a wealthy, 
predominantly white area. 


White supremacy and war 


Last year, on a speaking tour af- 
ter his fact-finding trip in Donbass, 
John Parker of the Socialist Unity 
Party visited the site of the racist 


massacre at Tops Supermarket in 
Buffalo. 

In the aftermath of Winter Storm 
Elliott, Parker told Struggle-La Lu- 
cha: “The racist and anti-working 
class disaster in Buffalo could have 
been prevented. Over $100 billion to 
date has been poured into the US. 
proxy war against Russia and Don- 
bass. 

“In a matter of hours, Washington 
can ship arms to Ukraine, but not 
equipment and resources to deliver 
food, provide shelter and emergency 
health care to the people of Buffalo, 
especially to the Black community, 
to workers and the poor.” 

Parker added: “Buffalo Mayor 
Byron Brown’s victim-blaming re- 
marks calling ‘looters the lowest of 
low’ are not surprising. In the midst 
of the crisis, he diverted police from 
emergency assistance to protect 
businesses.” 

In the most recent mayoral race, 
Brown ran as a write-in candidate, 


Fighting inflation trickery: 


Capitalists cut jobs rather than bring down prices 


By Gary Wilson 


The year 2022 will be <E 
remembered as a year of 
inflation shock. 

Energy (oil, gas, electri- | 
city) prices are up a pain- 
ful 17.6%. 

Food-at-home prices 
have increased by 10.9%. 
Eggs are now 25.6% more 
expensive than they were 
in 2021. Milk prices are up 
15.1%. Meat is up 8.9%. 

Transportation services 
are Up 15.2%. re 

The price of shelter (rent 
mortgages) is u 6.9%, with 
rent increases more than doubling. 

Saying that it is fighting inflation, 
the U.S. Federal Reserve has been 
raising interest rates. On Dec. 14, 
CNBC reported that the benchmark 
interest rate has been raised to its 
highest level in 15 years. “During a 
news conference, Chairman Jerome 
Powell said it was important to keep 
up the fight against inflation.” 

But this hasn’t been done to re- 
verse inflation; it will not bring 
down prices. Instead, the Federal 
Reserve’s tight money policy (rais- 
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ing interest rates) stops businesses 
from expanding so that production 
is cut and workers are laid off. 

The current inflation isn’t just in 
prices. It’s inflation of production — 
overproduction. And the Fed’s tight 
money is in response to a capitalist 
crisis of overproduction. 

Today’s overproduction boom is 
not an ordinary cyclical capitalist 
boom but results from the shortages 
of commodities caused by the COVID 
shutdowns. 

Responding to the COVID pan- 


therefore failed to stop the spread 
of the virus. But much production 
stopped, and business invento- 
ries shrank drastically. 

Business inventories are un- 
sold commodities, which means 
there’s no profit until they are 
sold. 

During the COVID shutdown, 
the government borrowed and 
spent a vast amount of money to 
i support spending to the extent 

possible under lockdown con- 
ditions. At the same time, the 
Federal Reserve greatly expanded 
the quantity of U.S. dollars to pre- 
vent a collapse of the credit system 
because of the business shutdowns. 

The combination of a shrinking 
supply of commodities and an ex- 
plosion in the quantity of central 
bank-created money is inflationary, 
explains Marxist economist Sam 
Williams. The inflation takes effect 
as the economy reopens and capi- 
talist industry and retail merchants 
rebuild their inventories. 

Whenever many capitalists si- 
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Baltimore Peoples Power Assembly organized 
“snow brigades” in 2016 to deliver needed food 
and shovel out seniors and poor residents of 

| public housing when the city administration 
and the Housing Department failed. 


with the full support of the Dem- 
ocratic and Republican party ma- 
chines and the Police Benevolent 
Association after India Walton, a 
young Black woman from Buffa- 
lo’s Eastside, a supporter of the 
Black Lives Matter movement and 
self-proclaimed “democratic so- 
cialist,’” won the Democratic Party 
primary. 


Cuba’s ‘Tarea Vida’ an example 
of what’s needed 


Cuba, a small island which has 
suffered deeply from a criminal, 
six-decade-long U.S. blockade, is 
also disproportionately affected by 
climate change. Up to 10% of Cuba 
could be submerged by the end of 
this century, wiping out coastal 
towns, polluting water supplies and 
forcing 1 million people to relocate. 

The major object of Cuba’s Tarea 
Vida (Life Task) initiative is to pro- 
tect lives and the resources people 
depend on. 

Tarea Vida is divided into two 
parts: one to address the immedi- 
ate climate crisis, and another lon- 
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multaneously build up inventories, 
an accelerator of increased business 
investment is triggered. As the ac- 
celerator takes effect, what was an 
inventory shortage becomes over- 
production. 

The only capitalist solution to 
overproduction is to cut back pro- 
duction to allow glutted markets to 
clear. Underproduction primarily 
means cutting jobs. Unemployment 
is what the Fed’s tight money policy 
will create. 

Since March, most real job growth 
has been stagnant. Full-time jobs are 
disappearing while part-time jobs 
are surging; the number of workers 
with multiple jobs has soared. 

Put simply, the number of work- 
ers employed remained the same in 
2022, but workers are losing their 
full-time jobs and switching to 
much lower-paying, benefits-free 
part-time jobs, forcing many to take 
on more than one job. 

While the Federal Reserve has the 
capitalist solution, it’s not the work- 
ers’ solution. 

As long as there is capitalism, the 
answer to inflation and job cuts is 
to fight for union jobs and liveable 
wages. 
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By John Parker 


Talk given at “Pushback Against 
Empire? a holiday party and fundraiser 
for CovertAction Magazine in New 
York City on Dec. 1. 


If you like horror stories, here’s 
one for you. It’s the 2022 National 
Defense Strategy document from the 
U.S. secretary of defense. This docu- 
ment was blessed by President Biden, 
who is quoted in the introduction. 

Right out of the gate, it calls Chi- 
na, Russia, Iran, and the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea threats to 
U.S. national security. And this threat 
must be met by making NATO even 
more powerful and nuclear-capable, 
especially surrounding Russia. 

But in terms of priorities, China 
is the number one target. This will 
be done, the document declares, by 
provoking altercations in the In- 
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‘Challenge the U.S. justifications 


do-Pacific region using Japan, South 
Korea, Australia, and any Southeast 
Asian countries Washington can re- 
cruit to launch a war from the South 
China Sea to the East China Sea. This 
week there was a very serious alter- 
cation in the South China Sea be- 
tween the U.S. and China due to USS. 
war games there. 

As if that’s not enough, the doc- 
ument says the U.S. should begin 
training and arming Taiwan in 
asymmetrical warfare (or guerrilla 
war) against China. So get your tax 
dollars ready to fund another war 
costing, this time, hundreds of bil- 
lions of dollars. And unfortunately, 
we may have to counter an anti-war 
movement in the U.S. that will prob- 
ably blame China when that country 
is forced to respond to the provoca- 
tions and threats to its security and 
sovereignty. That’s what happened 
with Russia. 


What should we learn from this 
document and the Rand Corporation 
strategy published three years ago 
planning the provocations against 
Russia? It didn’t matter what Russia 
did — the imperialists had a plan of 
action that was determined to cause 
war by any means, regardless of 
Russia’s actions. 


Ukraine’s Nazi problem 


While investigating the war in 
Ukraine in the Donbass region last 
May, I visited a tuberculosis hos- 
pital in Krymskoye that had been 
retrofitted for war by the Ukrainian 
military. They were forced to leave a 
week or so prior by the Lugansk Peo- 
ple’s Militia and Russian soldiers. 

I observed the 122mm shells used 
by Kiev to make Swiss cheese of the 
houses just a mile away in Solkinyki. 
These shells were also used to tar- 
get the families I interviewed to the 
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response to the cataclysm. 

One way it did this was by spread- 
ing U.S.-style white supremacy 
through the capitalist media. An- 
other was to encourage far-right U.S. 
evangelical movements to spread 
anti-LGBTQ+ and anti-woman hate. 

This happened under both Dem- 
ocratic and Republican administra- 
tions and prepared the ground for 
the growth of fascist movements 
and reactionary government poli- 
cies in Eastern Europe that plague 
the region today. 


Donbass resists fascism 


I’ve been writing about Ukraine 
since the U.S.-backed Maidan coup 
toppled the elected government in 
early 2014. Fascist groups were at the 
heart of this “revolution of dignity.” 
They hobnobbed with the likes of the 
late Republican Senator John McCain 
and Democrat Victoria Nuland, who 
today is Joe Biden’s Under Secretary 
of State for Political Affairs. 

I’ve interviewed, spoken to, and 
visited courageous Ukrainian an- 
ti-fascists who resisted. Many were 
forced to flee east to avoid death. 
Others were imprisoned and _lat- 
er traded in exchanges for captured 
Ukrainian soldiers. Today many of 
them are fighting on the side of the 
Donbass and Russia. 

The neo-Nazis who provided the 


Photo: Borotba 
A protest in Kharkov, eastern Ukraine, in 
the spring of 2014. Soon after, anti-fas- 
cists in the city were forced to flee into 
exile or go underground. 


backbone of Maidan went on to 
massacre 48 unarmed activists at 
the Odessa House of Trade Unions 
on May 2, 2014. None of the perpe- 
trators have been punished. Many 
survivors, however, were jailed or 
driven into exile. 

Washington preferred its new 
puppet regime in Kiev to be fronted 
by more media-friendly faces like 
oligarch Petro Poroshenko or TV co- 
median Volodymyr Zelensky. But it 
made sure the fascists became in- 
tegral to the repressive bodies of the 


Struggle-La Lucha is asking for your help 


We have suffered a variety of internet ‘attacks’ ever since we started to print 
the truth about the U.S./NATO proxy war on Russia and Donbass and the 


U.S. attacks on China. 


We will not back down and intend to continue saying what is necessary. 
Please donate to help keep SLL free and online. 


www-.struggle-la-lucha.org/ 


struggle-la-lucha.org/donate 


Fi facebook.com/strugglelalucha WP) twitter.com/StruggleLaLucha 
fy Struggle/La Lucha PDF: tinyurl.com/y7coh85zPDF 

@ mastodon.cloud/@StruggleLaLucha 

ae | telegram: t.me/StruggleLaLucha 


state, including the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine, providing them extensive 
training in the use of Western-sup- 
plied weapons. 

These neo-Nazis, under various 
names, also set the tone for the new 
regime’s virulently anti-Russia and 
anti-communist ideology. One of 
the government’s first acts was to 
ban the use of the Russian language 
— the daily language of those living 
in eastern Ukraine. They spoke of 
working-class residents of the east 
— especially in the Donbass mining 
region — as “insects” and “subhu- 
mans” to be cleansed. 

The writing was on the wall. Peo- 
ple in the east — and antifascists 
throughout the whole of Ukraine — 
rose up. In most places, they were 
violently suppressed. But in the 
Donbass regions of Donetsk and Lu- 
gansk, the people seized power and 
declared themselves independent 
anti-fascist republics. 

Ukraine — with the backing of the 
U.S. and the NATO military alliance 
— then waged war on the people of 


north in Rubizhne, in a shelter that 
had housed 350 people fleeing the 
Ukrainian military assault on their 
apartment buildings. 

Although the loud noise I heard 
often from the continued shelling by 
Ukrainian forces was disturbing, the 
people in that shelter told me they 
felt much safer than before now that 
the Russian troops were protecting 
them and providing water, food, and 
other essentials for survival. 

I should mention that at that tu- 
berculosis hospital, there was a gi- 
ant swastika painted on the wall, 
and next to it, the sonnenrad, a 
symbol appropriated by the Nazis in 
World War II and used today by the 
Ukrainian Azov Battalion. 

When some people say that 
Ukraine’s Nazi problem is “minor,” 
they callously ignore the 10 Black 
people killed at the Tops Super- 
market in Buffalo, New York, by an 


Donbass for eight years, killing more 
than 14,000 people and setting the 
stage for the escalation of the con- 
flict between Ukraine and Russia in 
early 2022. 


Fascism must be fought 


For a few years in the late 2010s, 
articles sometimes appeared in the 
U.S. corporate media highlighting 
Ukraine’s “Nazi problem.” Some 
even exposed links between the 
Ukrainian far right and white su- 
premacist groups in the US., like 
the Rise Against Movement, which 
participated in the white suprema- 
cist riot in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
where anti-racist protester Heather 
Heyer was murdered in 2017. 

This is not surprising. It’s com- 
mon practice for U.S. media to be 
used to keep dependent regimes in 
line, to remind them that “we made 
you, and we can break you.” 

But when Washington, Wall Street, 
and Big Oil decided in 2021 that it 
was time to go full-speed ahead with 
a proxy war against Russia, those 


Buffalo’s real bomb cyclone 


Continued from page 3 


ger-term plan. Dr. Helen Yaffe’s 
recent documentary, “Cuba’s Life 
Task: Combating Climate Change,” 
outlines this. 

Much can be learned from Cuba’s 
planning. 

Workers and oppressed commu- 
nities urgently need to organize and 
act. Our lives depend on it. 

This includes demanding that 
warehouses, schools and workplac- 
es be fortified in tornado zones, 
and that adequate evacuation, food, 
housing and health care be orga- 
nized in the Gulf of Mexico and 
coastal areas from Florida to Maine. 

Unions and workers’ organiza- 
tions must take up these demands 
now and deepen mutual aid work to 


save lives. During Winter Storm El- 
liott, the Buffalo Mutual Aid Group 
was one of the organizations that 
did its best to get out information, 
distribute food and provide a forum 
to communicate. 

What happened in Buffalo is not 
an isolated incident, nor is it an “act 
of god or nature.” Disasters like this 
will continue and become more fre- 
quent, affecting millions across the 
US. Nor is it confined to this country. 

In fact, the climate crisis, directly 
rooted in the profits-before-people 
system of capitalism, is being felt 
globally — from devastating floods 
in Pakistan to deadly heat waves and 
droughts worldwide. 

To save the planet and the people, 
we must destroy capitalism! 


for this war’ 


18-year-old white supremacist. He 
was wearing the emblem of the Azov 
Battalion — the same sonnenrad I 
saw on the wall in Krymskoye. 

This youth said he was inspired 
by New Zealander Brenton Tarrant, 
who killed 51 Muslims in a mosque. 
In his manifesto, Tarrant wrote that 
he was in direct contact with the 
Azov Battalion and was planning to 
go to Ukraine for military training. 

In 2019, Time Magazine inter- 
viewed a former FBI agent who ad- 
mitted that 17,000 white suprema- 
cists had gone to Ukraine for military 
training. Azov and its partners have 
used some of the billions of dollars 
Ukraine has received in funding and 
training from the U.S. since 2014 to 
build a very successful social media 
presence aimed at alienated youth. 


Erasing people of Donbass 


Playing into the narrative of Rus- 
sia as invader can only be done by 
disappearing the over 6 million 
people in the Donbass region, tar- 
geted for more than eight years by 
a military openly led by neo-Nazis. 
By Feb. 22 of this year, the bomb- 
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ing of the region 
had increased 20- 
fold in seven days to 
1,400 bombings per 
day. Kiev amassed 
150,000 troops on 
the border, prepar- 
ing for a genocidal 
massacre. 

This is why, on 


Feb. 23, the Lu- 
gansk and Donetsk 
People’s Republics 


formally requested 
Russia’s protection. 

If you want to 
know what impe- 
rialism really looks 
like, consider this: According to the 
United Nations Development Pro- 
gram, the U.S. freeze on Afghan- 
istan’s assets is causing the star- 
vation of 1 million children. With a 
snap of his fingers, Biden could stop 
that today — but he won’t. There you 
have real imperialist power, real 
evil. 

Without challenging the main 
justifications for this war, we are 
simply allowing lies to take hold, 
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which will, at worst, garner popular 
support for U.S. imperialist strate- 
gies and, at best, encourage resig- 
nation and apathy. 

It’s the whole truth that will ul- 
timately inspire our working class 
into action. And any _ effective 
peace movement must be made up 
overwhelmingly by our multina- 
tional working class and people’s 
movements fighting racism, for 
union rights and tenant rights, for 


kinds of exposés vanished. Once 
Russia was backed into a corner and 
forced to intervene militarily to pre- 
vent a genocidal slaughter in Don- 
bass, any discussion of Ukraine’s 
“Nazi problem” became an un- 
speakable heresy for the media and 
liberal mouthpieces on social media. 

Today it is common to see 
Ukrainian soldiers in the media 
sporting fascist symbols. But the 
media ignore the symbols, and any- 
one who dares to point them out is 
labeled an agent of Vladimir Putin. 

The people of Donbass don’t have 
that luxury. They had to fight, arms 
in hand, to protect themselves from 
the fascist threat, and today they 
must continue to do so as Ukraine 
rains bombs, mines, and artillery 
on civilian targets in Donetsk and 
other cities. 


Unite against fascism and imperialism 


It’s a tragedy of history that those 
fighting the rise of fascism in the 
U.S. and Ukraine are mostly unable 
to recognize one another. 

Just as imperialism spread hate 
propaganda in the former Sovi- 
et countries to sow division, so has 
it co-opted the language of protest 
movements, the tactics of anar- 
chism and social democracy, and 
used nonprofits to confuse people 
in the West and turn natural allies 
against each other. 

A growing grassroots movement 
in the USS. is resisting fascist threats 
on the lives of the most marginal- 
ized communities. This is a great 
reason for hope. 

However, if this movement cannot 
recognize other genuine anti-fascist 
struggles and learn from them, if it 
does not learn about the class nature 
of imperialist war, it will remain 
isolated and unable to respond to the 
underlying causes of fascism. 

What’s lacking is not only a basic, 
class-conscious understanding of 
what fascism is and how to fight it. 
The fundamental Marxist under- 
standing of imperialism and war, 


as explained by Lenin, has 
been lost to many movements 
that have emerged in the 21st 
century. 

Opposition to imperialist war 
and support for its military de- 
feat is not based on political 
agreement with the non-impe- 
rialist countries under attack but 
an understanding that imperi- 
alism’s defeat is a fundamental 
prerequisite to liberation. 

Those who claim to want lib- 
eration for LGBTQ+ people in 
Russia and women in Iran, free- 
dom for Palestine, or a socialist 
future for Ukraine and Vene- 
zuela but who do not do every- 
thing in their power to facilitate 
the defeat of U.S. imperialism 
internally and externally are 
misguided at best. 

There’s a fundamental com- 
monality between the anti-fas- 
cists who fight arms in hand in 
Donetsk and Lugansk and the 
armed anti-fascists who defend 
queer spaces in Texas. 

Those who held mass protests 
in Ukraine against the Maidan 
coup and those who came out in 
the streets to defend drag story 
hour in Queens, New York, are 
part of the same fight — even if 
those on both sides cannot see it 
at the moment. 

It’s the job of communist rev- 
olutionaries to build bridges 
of understanding and mutual 
struggle. 

Marxists have revolutionary 
optimism because we know his- 
tory never presents people with 
a task without the means to car- 
ry it out. The knowledge, tactics, 
and forces to defeat imperialism 
and fascism exist. The numbers 
who understand them are small 
for now. 

But circumstances demand 
that knowledge be shared, stud- 
ied, and put into practice. We 
must prepare to do so, even if we 
have to fight to get a hearing. 
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John Parker speaks 
at CovertAction 
event in New York 
City, Dec. 1. 


LGBTQ2S and wom- 
en’s rights, for the 
right of self-deter- 
mination of Haitian, 
Palestinian, Indig- 
enous, Black, and 
Brown peoples. 

All these compo- 
nents are necessary 
for a peace movement 
to have any real pow- 
er because these are the forces most 
targeted by U.S. imperialism domes- 
tically and internationally. It’s these 
forces that have the most to gain by 
stopping imperialist wars that steal 
the resources necessary for the sur- 
vival of their children. And these are 
the forces whose exploitation this 
economic beast depends upon for 
survival. 

Therefore, they contain 
potential power. 


real 


U.S. PROXY WAR IN UKRAINE AND DONBASS 


Articles and interviews, 2013-2022 


MELINDA BUTTERFIELD 


This book provides essential background for understanding the U.S./NATO 
proxy war that threatens to erupt into World War Ill. It covers the history 

and reports the news from Donbass mining region censored by major U.S. 
news outlets. There's also a review of international solidarity from 


non-NAT0-aligned countries. 


Butterfield covers the violent overthrow of 
5 the Kiev government in 2014 by aUS- 
’ backed coalition of oligarchs, neoliberal 
* politicians and fascists, and the subsequent 
war against the people of Donbass. 
She presents voices of anti-fascists and 
Socialists from Ukraine and Donbass 
® unheard in the US., including a first-hand 
account of the massacre at the Odessa 
House of Trade Unions on May 2, 2014. 


The articles draw from a wide range of 
sources, including on-the-scenes reports 
and interviews. 


New book, soon to be released in paperback and ebook at most 
major online book stores. Over 400 pages with photos, graphics, 


cartoons and an index. 


Watch for announcement at www.struggle-la-lucha.org 
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By Stephen Millies 


Tucker Carlson spews hate like 
a flamethrower on Fox News five 
nights a week. He told millions of 
viewers that the Black Lives Matter 
movement is “poison.” 

Carlson hates the anti-racist move- 
ment that brought 26 million people 
into the streets. Yet he praised the fas- 
cist mob that was allowed to break 
into the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, 
by the Pentagon. 

The whole world saw Minneapolis 
cop Derek Chauvin keep his knee on 
George Floyd’s neck for 9 minutes 
and 29 seconds, killing the Black 
man. Tucker Carlson claimed that 
Chauvin didn’t commit murder and 
lamented his conviction. 

The multi-millionaire says im- 
migrants make the United States 
“dirtier.” Carlson targets transgen- 
der people and said that hospitals 
should expect attacks for offering 
gender-affirming care. 

Carlson gets paid at least $10 mil- 
lion a year for being the number-one 
hate monger in the United States. 

Sowhy are some individuals who’ve 
been in anti-war movements and sup- 
ported other progressive causes prais- 
ing Carlson? On his Dec. 16 broadcast, 
Carlson said that a source told him 
that the CIA had a hand in President 
John F. Kennedy’s assassination. 

JFK was murdered in a coup d’état 
whose planners sought to invade 
Cuba and possibly launch a nuclear 
first strike against the Soviet Union. 
Lyndon Johnson’s massive escalation 
of the U.S. war against Vietnam and 
Laos became the consolation prize 
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Super-bigot Tucker Carlson is our enemy, not an ally 


for the military-industrial complex. 

What are Carlson’s motives for 
telling a little bit of truth, even if it’s 
59 years old? It’s part of Carlson’s — 
and Trump’s — phony campaign 
against the so-called deep state. 

The deep state is the real state of 
cops, prisons, bombs and missiles 
that keep the capitalist class in power. 
One of the directors of this organized 
violence against poor people world- 
wide was retired Gen. Michael Flynn. 

He’s the former director of the 
Defense Intelligence Agency and 
Trump’s first national security ad- 
visor. That doesn’t prevent Flynn 
from attacking the “deep state” and 
being welcomed onto Tucker Carl- 
son’s television show. 

It was Flynn’s brother, Gen. Charles 
Flynn, who helped delay sending 
troops to the U.S. Capitol during the 
Jan. 6, 2021, fascist riot. 

Tucker Carlson, Donald Trump 
and the Flynn brothers don’t want to 
get rid of the deep state. They want 
to take it over. 


The new George Wallace 


Tucker Carlson is a member of the 
ruling class whose family fortune 
comes from Swanson TV dinners. 

Carlson’s job is to appeal to a much 
broader section of the population. To 
do so he wants to appear as a “rebel.” 
Former Alabama Gov. George Wallace 
did the same in the 1960s and 1970s. 

Wallace’s presidential campaigns 
were fascist mobilizations, espe- 
cially in 1968. Howling white mobs 
filled arenas across the USS. in re- 
sponse to the Black liberation move- 
ment. The teenaged Mumia Abu-Ja- 


mal was beaten-up at a Wallace rally 
while a Philadelphia cop looked on. 
Wallace and other state officials 
made pilgrimages to Wall Street to 
beg the banksters to buy Alabama’s 
state bonds. Behind the Alabama 
state troopers who clubbed future 
Congressperson John Lewis and other 
protesters in Selma demanding vot- 
ing rights was U.S. Steel, whose mills 
dominated the Birmingham area. 
Carlson and Trump attack the most 
vulnerable people in U.S. society. Poor 
people are made scapegoats for a de- 
caying capitalist society with declin- 
ing wages and continual war. Carl- 
son’s audience includes those owning 
small businesses which are being 
destroyed by Amazon and Walmart. 


No anti-war movement without 
anti-racism 


Right now the most visible oppo- 
sition to the U.S./NATO war against 
the Russian Federation comes from 
racists like Tucker Carlson and the 
Republicans in Congress. That’s a big 
problem. 

To millions of people these bigots 
are their worst enemy. It dulls anti- 
war sentiments. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. declared 
that “the bombs in Vietnam ex- 
plode at home.” More than $100 bil- 
lion have been stolen from people’s 
needs to pay for bombs and missiles 
exploding in Ukraine. 

The Pentagon budget has bal- 
looned to $845 billion while 40% of 
hungry families in New York City 
suffer delays in getting SNAP bene- 
fits, also known as food stamps. 

Virtually the only opposition to 


this war drive shown by the capital- 
ist media is of characters like Donald 
Trump Jr. He called Ukrainian presi- 
dent and U.S. stooge Volodymyr Zel- 
ensky a “welfare queen.” 

Trump Junior’s use of this rac- 
ist term was deliberate. He wants 
to build a fascist movement and is 
willing to appear anti-war to do it. 
British fascist Tommy Robinson also 
wants to be seen as an opponent to 
the war in Ukraine. 

This isn’t a new problem. The me- 
dia made the U.S. senator from Ar- 
kansas William Fulbright an early 
symbol of opposition to the Vietnam 
War. Fulbright was a white suprem- 
acist who was chair of the Senate’s 
Foreign Relations Committee. 

The committee’s hearings in Janu- 
ary and February of 1966 were a sign 
of the split in the ruling class over the 
Vietnam War. But racist Fulbright’s 
opposition to the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act and 1965 Voting Rights Act made 
President Lyndon Johnson look good. 

Dearborn, Michigan, Mayor Orville 
Hubbard — who spewed racist epi- 
thets and kept Black people out of the 
Detroit suburb — even held a 1966 
local referendum on the Vietnam War. 

In reality, the Black liberation 
movement was the most powerful 
assistance given to the Vietnamese 
liberation struggle. 

An anti-war movement has to be 
opposed to both the Biden adminis- 
tration and its more openly bigoted 
opponents. To do so we need to build 
the Jan. 13-22 actions against the 
war — held during the week com- 
memorating Dr. King’s birthday — 
as big as we can. 


Proud Boys get out of Jackson Heights! 


By Stephen Millies 


Dec. 29—At least 400 people turned 
out this afternoon in the Jackson 
Heights neighborhood of Queens, 
New York, to say no to transphobia 
and all forms of bigotry. 

They were guarding the Drag Story 
Hour being held at the local library 
on 81st Street. Across the street were 
30 bigots who sought to harass par- 
ents and children. 

Among them were members of the 
fascist Proud Boys. The bigots were 
protected by dozens of cops. 

Chants and drums drowned out 
the haters. “Drag the transphobia 
away” and “We support Drag Story 
Tellers” were among the signs that 
people carried. Transgender and 


rainbow flags were proudly flown. 

Children and their parents waved 
from the second floor of the library 
to their defenders. The Story Hour 
was held successfully. 

Fascists have targeted Drag Story 
Hours and anyone defending trans 
people. The week before, the home 
and office of gay City Councilperson 
Eric Bottcher were attacked in the 
Chelsea neighborhood of Manhattan. 

Both Chelsea and Jackson Heights 
have large LGBTQ2S communities. 
Three blocks away — near 37th Av- 
enue and 78th Street — Julio Rivera, 
a gay Puerto Rican man, was mur- 
dered in 1990 by skinheads. 

Julio Rivera will not be forgotten. 
The Proud Boys will not be allowed 
to terrorize the people. 


SO years since Roe v. Wade: 
The struggle continues! 
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By Melinda Butterfield 


Jan. 22, 2023, marks the 50th an- 
niversary of the historic Roe v. Wade 
decision recognizing the consti- 
tutional right to abortion. It was a 
hard-fought victory made possi- 
ble by the militant struggles of the 
women’s, LGBTQ2S and Black liber- 
ation movements. 

The far-right U.S. Supreme Court 
struck down Roe last year — a bru- 
tal blow against the rights of women 
and other people who can become 
pregnant, and against bodily auton- 
omy for trans, nonbinary, gender 
nonconforming and intersex people. 
Abortion is now effectively banned 
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in at least 14 states, with more ex- 
pected this year. Access to facilities 
that perform the procedure is absent 
even in many states where abortion 
technically remains legal. 

Women In Struggle/Mujeres En 
Lucha is part of the fight to restore 
and expand access to abortion and 
all reproductive rights, including the 
right to raise healthy children with 
access to food, shelter, education and 
healthcare. We salute the work of the 
Louisiana Abortion Rights Action 
Committee and other organizations 
organizing to restore abortion rights. 

Pictured, a LARAC protest in New 
Orleans on Sept. 10, 2022. Read more: 
tinyurl.com/yc5zaff5. 
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UC strike victory: 


Capitalist academic machinery no match for workers’ power 


By Scott Scheffer 


The strike by academic workers 
at the University of California has 
ended. 

For more than a year the bargain- 
ing teams from United Auto Workers 
Locals 2865 and 5810 tried to nego- 
tiate for better wages, an improve- 
ment in child care benefits and a 
slew of other important demands 
for the 48,000 teaching assistants, 
postdoctoral student workers, re- 
searchers and graders. It took the 
longest UC strike ever and the larg- 
est strike of 2022 to finally force UC 
negotiators to understand that they 
were up against real union power. 

Twelve thousand of the original 
48,000 strikers, mostly postdoctoral 
workers and researchers, had set- 
tled and returned to work on Dec. 11 
after winning stronger benefits and 
wage gains of 20%. This second set- 
tlement, reached Dec. 23, is for the 
remaining 36,000 strikers. 

This group has been incredibly 
underpaid, with some receiving sal- 
aries of less than $24,000 a year. Yet 
they also had a good deal of leverage 
in this strike because of their im- 
portant role in grading papers and 
serving as teaching assistants. 

The new contract includes wage 
gains between 55% and 80%. Some 
salaries will be boosted to $36,000 
over a two-year period. 

Rafael Jaime, president of Local 
2865, told the Los Angeles Times 
that, although the agreement didn’t 
win every demand, the wage in- 
creases “would help alleviate the 
staggering rent burdens faced by 
many graduate students.” 

The new contract also has added 
more funding for child care, more 
parental leave and health care for 
dependents, as well as supplemental 
tuition for up to three years for in- 
ternational students. 

Because of high California rents, 
many UC workers had plowed through 


their savings, taken out bank 
loans and in some cases even re- 
sorted to living in their cars. Even 
the new pay scale won’t solve all 
financial difficulties for many, 
and that was reflected in a sub- 
stantial number of the bargaining 
team and the rank-and-file opt- 
ing to hold out for more and for 
less delay in the pay increase. 

Still, combined with the im- 
portant benefit increases that 
address issues particular to this 
diverse group of workers, the 
agreement is an historic workers 
victory in this longest and largest 
UC strike ever. 

Although not listed in the con- 
tract, near the top of the list of gains 
secured by the strike are dignity and 
respect. 


UC bosses underestimated strikers 


The bureaucracy of the most 
well-funded university system inthe 
country underestimated the resolve 
and pent-up anger of this import- 
ant workforce. During the strike, the 
wide frustration was transformed 
into a terrific example of skilled and 
determined collective organizing. 

Strikers disrupted a meeting of the 
Board of Regents at the UCLA cam- 
pus, held a sit-in at the university 
president’s office, sat-in at a Sacra- 
mento UC administrative office and 
picketed the UC chancellor’s home in 
Riverside County. Dozens of arrests 
over the course of the strike failed to 
halt the momentum. 

The optics of this well-funded pub- 
lic university paying poverty wages 
drew a lot of sympathy and solidar- 
ity. Tom Morello of Rage Against the 
Machine fame performed at a major 
strike rally in Los Angeles. Construc- 
tion workers from three different 
unions halted work on a building at 
a San Francisco campus, while both 
UPS Teamsters drivers and FedEx 
drivers stopped deliveries. 

FedEx drivers are not unionized, 


, University of California academic workers 
went on strike and won a major victory. 


and this act of solidarity is notewor- 
thy, given the recent rise in union 
organizing drives. Jeff Bezos’ Wash- 
ington Post seemed to be sound- 
ing the alarm for the bosses over 
the acts of solidarity when it wrote: 
“The strike arrives amid a wave of 
increased labor activity ... Workers 
have scored historic union victories 
at Amazon, Starbucks and Apple this 
year. Minnesota recently faced the 
largest private-sector strike in the 
nursing industry in U.S. history.” 


Regents’ dirty deals 


Without an understanding of the 
class character of those who control 
the purse strings at UC, one might 
wonder why the university held out 
for so long. By the time the universi- 
ty negotiators finally came up with a 
reasonable offer, the strike had forced 
the cancellation of all lectures and 
some classes. Some final exams had to 
be modified and grades were delayed. 

It is the 26-member Board of Re- 
gents that makes budget decisions 
for UC and thereby decides on wage 
levels of UC workers. Their average 
salary is a whopping $3,242,909, or 
$1,559 per hour. 

Their biographies on the UC web- 
site point to mostly academic careers 
— seemingly benign. But whatever the 
intentions of the individual Regents 
are at the time they are appointed by 
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the California governor, their con- 
duct has shown them to be repeatedly 
feeding at the capitalist pig trough. 

In 2017 their four to six lavish din- 
ner parties every year were exposed 
in the media, forcing the UC president 
to stop reimbursing them for good. 
The straw that broke the camel’s back 
was a $17,600 reimbursement for a 
dinner held the night before they 
voted to raise students’ tuition. 

A Wikipedia article provides links 
to some other significant episodes of 
greed and self-enrichment over the 
years. These include direct invest- 
ment of more than $10 million of uni- 
versity money into a petroleum com- 
pany owned by one of the Regents. 

AS$50 million contract was funded 
by the BP oil company, giving them 
ownership of all clean-energy re- 
search at UC Berkeley and ownership 
of one-third of all patents based on 
UC workers’ research. BP also gained 
hiring and firing privileges over and 
above professors in the clean-ener- 
gy research department. 

During his tenure as a Regent, 
Richard Blum, the multimillion- 
aire husband of U.S. Senator Dianne 
Feinstein, steered tens of millions of 
UC funds into companies in which he 
had a stake. 

The Blum scandal, the oil compa- 
ny investment and BP takeover of 
clean-energy research were just a 
few examples in a pattern of Regents 
redirecting hundreds of millions of 
university dollars into investments 
with ties to their own personal busi- 
ness activities. 

Over the decades, while all of this 
has been going on, wages for many 
UC workers have been kept just above 
the poverty level, high rents have de- 
voured their meager incomes, while 
the cost of attending a UC campus 
has been steadily going up. 

But the UC workers’ victory will be 
remembered for a long time, along 
with the other organizing victories 
of 2022. Union power will win! 


Socialist Unity Party salutes revolutionary legacy 
of Jose Maria Sison 


By Socialist Unity Party 


The Socialist Unity Party and 
Struggle-La Lucha newspaper join 
revolutionaries and partisans of la- 
bor in the Philippines and around 
the world in mourning the passing 
of Comrade Prof. Jose Maria Sison. 

We send our deepest solidarity and 
revolutionary love to Comrade Julie 
de Lima, to all of Prof. Sison’s family, 
companions and loved ones, and to 
all comrades of the Communist Par- 
ty of the Philippines, the National 
Democratic Front and the New Peo- 
ple’s Army on this sad occasion. 

Ka Joma was a warm and hum- 
ble man. He loved poetry and song, 
karaoke and culture. He had a won- 
derful sense of humor and a kind, 
grandfatherly presence. And he 


was a revolutionary giant in word 
and deed, a true communist leader 
whose work inspires and is studied 
by millions in the Philippines and on 
every continent. 

In his amazing life, from the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines to the 
streets of Metro Manila, from the 
forests of Cagayan to the dungeons 
of the Marcos dictatorship, and in 
decades of exile from his beloved 
homeland, he forged and guided one 
of the most enduring revolutionary 
movements in the world today. 

The rebirth of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines and the 
Philippine national liberation strug- 
gle was a mighty chapter in the rev- 
olutionary tide that swept the world 
in the mid-2oth century. Later that 
tide receded. There were many set- 
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backs, compromises and betrayals. 
But under Ka Joma’s guidance, the 
comrades of the CPP, NPA and NDF 
held the red flag high. 

Your perseverance in the cause of 
the workers and oppressed, in the 
battle for national liberation and 
socialism, remains a beacon to rev- 
olutionaries everywhere. This is Ka 
Joma’s legacy. 

We will sorely miss Ka Joma’s 
beautiful presence, his wisdom and 
counsel, and his company. But he 
lives in the hearts and minds of mil- 
lions in the Philippines and around 
the globe. He lives in the dedicated 
and heroic cadre of the CPP. He lives 


among workers fighting for their 
rights, peasants and Indigenous 
peoples fighting for their land, 
the urban poor fighting for their 
homes, youth and students fight- 
ing for the future of our planet and 
in heroic Red fighters who have 
taken up the gun, in the people’s 
democratic revolution that con- 
tinues in cities and countryside. 
He lives in the hundreds of mass 
organizations on every continent he 
guided in the International League of 
People’s Struggle. He will live forever 
in an independent, socialist Philip- 
pines in a free and socialist world. 

Long live the spirit and legacy of 
Comrade Jose Maria Sison! 

Long live the Communist Party of 
the Philippines! 

Long Live the National Demo- 
cratic Front of the Philippines! 

Long live the New People’s Army! 

Long live international solidarity! 

Workers and oppressed people of 
the world unite! 


‘Retemos las justificaciones 


para esta guerra de cain Unidos’ 


Por John Parker 


Charla pronunciada en “Pushback Against Em- 
pire”, una fiesta navidefia y recaudacion de fondos 
para la revista CovertAction en la ciudad de Nueva 
York el 1 de diciembre. 

Si le gustan las historias de terror, aqui tiene 
una. Es el documento de la Estrategia de Defensa 
Nacional 2022 del Secretario de Defensa de los Es- 
tados Unidos. Este fue bendecido por el presidente 
Biden, a quien se cita en la introduccion. 

Desde el principio, cataloga a China, Rusia, Iran 
y la Republica Popular Democratica de Corea como 
amenazas a la seguridad nacional de los EUA. Y 
esta amenaza dice, debe enfrentarse haciendo que 
la OTAN sea atin mas poderosa y tenga capacidad 
nuclear, especialmente en lo que respecta a Rusia. 

Pero en términos de prioridades, establece que 
China es el objetivo numero uno. Esto se hara, 
declara el documento, provocando altercados en 
la region del Indo-Pacifico utilizando a Japon, 
Corea del Sur, Australia y cualquier pais del sud- 
este asiatico que Washington pueda reclutar para 
lanzar una guerra desde el Mar de China Meridi- 
onal hasta el Mar de China Oriental. Esta semana 
hubo un altercado muy serio en el Mar de China 
Meridional entre EUA y China debido a los ejerci- 
cios de guerra estadounidenses alli. 

Como si eso no fuera suficiente, el documento 
dice que EUA deberia comenzar a entrenar y ar- 
mar a Taiwan en una guerra asimeétrica (0 guerra 
de guerrillas) contra China. Asi que preparese para 
que sus impuestos financien otra guerra que cueste 
esta vez, cientos de miles de millones de dolares. Y 
desafortunadamente, es posible que tengamos que 
contrarrestar a un movimiento contra la guerra en 
los EUA que probablemente culpara a China cuando 
ese pais se vea obligado a responder a las provoca- 
ciones y amenazas a su seguridad y soberania. Eso 
es lo que paso con Rusia. 

éQué debemos aprender de este documento y 
la estrategia de Rand Corporation publicada hace 
tres afios que planea las provocaciones contra 
Rusia? No importaba lo que hiciera Rusia; los im- 
perialistas tenian un plan de accion que estaba 
decidido a causar la guerra por cualquier medio, 
independientemente de las acciones de Rusia. 


El problema nazi de Ucrania 


Mientras investigaba la guerra en Ucrania 
en la region de Donbass en mayo pasado, visité 
un hospital para pacientes con tuberculosis en 
Krymskoye que habia sido acondicionado para la 
guerra por el ejército ucraniano. Fueron obligados 
a irse una semana antes por la Milicia Popular de 
Lugansk y los soldados rusos. 

Observé proyectiles de 122 mm utilizadas por 
Kiev para destruir las casas a solo una milla de dis- 
tancia en Solkinyki. Estos proyectiles también se 
utilizaron para atacar a las familias que entrevisté 
en el norte de Rubizhne, en un refugio que habia 
albergado a 350 personas que huian del 
asalto militar ucraniano a sus edificios de 
apartamentos. 

Aunque el ruido fuerte que escuchaba a 
menudo por los continuos bombardeos de 
las fuerzas ucranianas era perturbador, las 
personas en ese refugio me dijeron que se 
sentian mucho mas seguras que antes aho- 
ra que las tropas rusas los protegian y les 
proporcionaban agua, alimentos y otros 
elementos esenciales para sobrevivir. 

Debo mencionar que en ese hospital de 
tuberculosis, habia una esvastica gigante 
pintada en la pared, y junto a ella, el son- 
nenrad, un simbolo apropiado por los nazis 
en la Segunda Guerra Mundial y utilizado 
hoy por el Batallon Azov de Ucrania. 

Cuando algunas personas dicen que el 
problema nazi de Ucrania es “menor”, ig- 
noran cruelmente a las 10 personas negras 
asesinados en el supermercado Tops en 
Buffalo, Nueva York, por un supremacista 
blanco de 18 anos, llevaba el emblema del 
Batallon Azov, el mismo sonnenrad que vi 
en la pared de Krymskoye. 


Rights for LGBTQ+ people 
Equality for chosen families 
Respect for youth, elders 
and disabled people 


Sunday January 22 


3 pm Eastern / 2 pm Central } ORO} 
12 noon Pacific 
REGISTRATION LINK 


Ves 


John Parker tarmtinando por un Bates 
ucraniano abandonado al oeste de 
Sokilnyky en la Republica Popular de 
Lugansk, mayo de 2022. Foto:tzvestia 


Pa Che ae ae 


Este joven dijo que se inspiré en el neozelandés 
Brenton Tarrant, quien mat6 a 51 musulmanes en 
una mezquita. En su manifiesto, Tarrant escrib- 
id que estaba en contacto directo con el Batallon 
Azov y planeaba ir a Ucrania para recibir entre- 
namiento militar. 

En 2019, la revista Time entrevist6 a un 
ex-agente del FBI que admitio que 17.000 suprem- 
acistas blancos habian ido a Ucrania para recibir 
entrenamiento militar. Azov y sus socios han uti- 
lizado parte de los miles de millones de dolares 
que Ucrania ha recibido en financiamiento y ca- 
pacitacion de los EUA desde 2014, para construir 
una presencia muy exitosa en las redes sociales 
dirigida a los jovenes marginados. 


Borrando a la gente del Donbass 


La narrativa de Rusia como invasor, solo la 
pueden mantener mediante la desaparici6n de 
las mas de 6 millones de personas en la region 
de Donbass que han sido objetivo durante mas de 
ocho afios por un ejército dirigido abiertamente 
por neonazis. Para el 22 de febrero del 2022, el 
bombardeo de la region se habia multiplicado 
por 20 en siete dias, a 1.400 bombardeos por dia. 
Kiev acumul6 150.000 soldados en la frontera, 
preparandose para una masacre genocida. 

Por eso, el 23 de febrero, las Republicas Popu- 
lares de Lugansk y Donetsk solicitaron formal- 
mente la proteccion de Rusia. 

Si quiere saber cOmo es realmente el imperi- 
alismo, considere esto: segun 
el Programa de las Naciones 
Unidas para el Desarrollo, la 
congelacion de los activos de 
Afganistan por parte de Esta- 
dos Unidos esta provocando la 


Vol. 6, No.1 


On Sept. 25 something incredibly important happened just 90 miles from U.S. 
shores. After three years of democratic discussion and education at all levels 
of suciely, lhe people of socialist Cuba voled by alwo-Lhirds margin [or anew 


Code of Families. 


STRUGGLE 


Jan. 9, 2023 


The new code enshrines in law the rights of LGBTQ+ people and women in ZN yy, 
marriage and adoption. It changes the tundamental relationship between parents iy 
and children to one based on responsidilities and rights. It elevates chosen 
families to the same status as blood families. It protects the rights and dignity of 
elders and disabled pzople. It embraces the rights that are being stripped away 
hom peoplein Lhe U.S., orf thal we never had al all. 


hambruna de 1 millon de nijfias y nifios. Con solo 
un gesto, Biden podria detener eso hoy, pero no lo 
hara. Ahi se ve el verdadero poder imperialista, la 
verdadera maldad. 

Sin cuestionar las principales justificaciones 
de esta guerra, simplemente estamos permitien- 
do que se arraiguen mentiras que, en el peor de 
los casos, obtendran apoyo popular para las es- 
trategias imperialistas de EUA y en el mejor de los 
casos, alentaran la resignacion y la apatia. 

Es toda la verdad lo que finalmente inspirara 
a nuestra clase trabajadora a actuar. Y cualquier 
movimiento por la paz efectivo debe estar confor- 
mado abrumadoramente por nuestra clase obrera 
multinacional y los movimientos populares que 
luchan contra el racismo, por los derechos sindi- 
cales y los derechos de los inquilinos, por los dere- 
chos de las mujeres y LGBTQ2S, por el derecho ala 
autodeterminacion de haitianos, palestinos, indi- 
genas, y pueblos negros, latinos y oprimidos. 

Todos estos componentes son necesarios para 
que un movimiento por la paz tenga algun pod- 
er real porque estas son las fuerzas mas ataca- 
das por el imperialismo estadounidense a nivel 
nacional e internacional. Son estas fuerzas las 
que mas tienen que ganar al detener las guerras 
imperialistas que roban los recursos necesarios 
para la supervivencia de sus hijos. Y estas son las 
fuerzas de cuya explotacién depende esta bestia 
economica para sobrevivir. 

Por lo tanto, contienen poder potencial real. 
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areavtes 


Cuba is under siege from the U_S. blockade, which has been condemned by the 


eh 


United Nations for 30 years, but tightened by Trump and maintained by Biden. 
How was Cuba able to accomplish this historic transformation of families while 
faced with climate-change disasters and the COVID-19 pardemic? 

And why are the U.S. media silent about this accomplishment? 

What can we learn from Cuba’s experience building solidarity at a time when 


our rights are under vicious attack by the capitalist class, its political parties 
https://usC2web.zoom.usiwebinar/register/WN_1 IW20MFR3Cs--mzdZxwPg and violent white supremacist groups? 


What we ic jmtcakhl thom GCUBA’S 
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